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CbAptftr 1 


IHTRODOCTION 


Four distinct paradigms of programming available in the 
Computer Science community today are oriented around pro- 
cedures, objects, data access and rules. Usually these para- 
digms are embedded in different languages. Our system is 
designed to incorporate procedures, objects and rules within 
the Lisp progreunming environment, to allow users to choose 
the style of programming which best suits their application. 

PROCBDDRE OBIENTED FBOGBMtfING 

Lisp is a procedure oriented language; the procedure 
oriented paradigm is the dominant one provided in most pro- 
gramming languages today. Two separate kinds of entities are 
distinguished: procedures and data. Procedures are active 
and data are passive. The ability to compose procedures out 
of instructions and to invoke them is central to organizing 
programs using these languages. Side effects happened when 
separate procedures share a data structure and change parts 
of it independently. 

OBJECT ORIUaiTKD PROSRAMHINC 


This paradigm was pioneered by Smalltalk, and has its 
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root-s in SIMULA and in the concept of data abstraction. In 
contrast with the procedure-oriented paradigm, programs are 
not primarily partitioned into procedures and separate data. 
Bather, a program is organized around entities called 
objects that have aspects of both procedures and data. 
Objects have local procedures (methods) and local data 
(variables). All of the action in these languages comes from 
sending messages between objects. Objects provide local 
interpretation of the message form. 

The object-oriented paradigm is well suited to applica- 
tions where the description of entities is simplified by the 
use of luniform protocols. For example in a graphics applica- 
tion, windows, lines and composite structures could be 
represented as objects that respond to a uniform set of 
messages ( i. e. , Display. Move, and Erase). An important 
feature of these languages is an inheritance network, which 
makes it convenient to define objects which are almost like 
other objects. This works together with the use of uniform 
protocols because specialized objects usually share the pro- 
tocols of their super classes. ' 

BOE£ oaismsD 

In rule oriented programming, the behavior of the sys- 
tem is determined by sets of condition-action pairs. These 
RulvSwts play the same role as subroutines in the procedure 
oriented metaphor. Within a RuleSet, invocation of rules is 
guided largely by patterns in the data. In the typical case, 
rules correspond to nearly- independent patterns in the data. 
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The rule-oxiented approach is convenien't for describing 
flexible responses bo a wide range of events characterized 
by the structure of the data. 

msk osasmED frograhhing 

In both of the previous paradigms, the invocation of 
procedures (either by direct procedure call or by message 
sending) is convenient for creating a description of a sin- 
gle process. In data oriented programming, action is poten- 
tially triggered when data are accessed. 

Programs are easier to build in a language when there 
is an available paradigm that matches the structure of the 
problem. A variety of programming paradigms gives breadth 
to a programming language. The paradigms described here 
offer distinct ways of partitioning the organization of a 
program, as well as distinct ways of viewing the signifi- 
oanoe of side effects. 

The intellectual precursors for this thesis are two 
languages - Smalltalk and Loops. Smalltalk is an object- 
oriented language. Loops is a language that combines the 
paradigms of procedure-oriented programming, object-oriented 
programming, data-oriented programming and rule-oriented 
programming . 

i.i TOE BATIOHALE ICR AN INTEGRATED FROGRAMllNG ENTIRONIffiNT 

BuleSets in our language are integrated with 
procedure-oriented, and object-oriented programming para- 
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digms. In contrast to single-paradigm rule systems, this 
integration has two major benefits. It facilitates the con- 
struction of programs which don’t entirely fit the rule- 
oriented paradigm. Rule-oriented programming can be used 
selectively for representing Just the appropriate decision- 
making knowledge in a large program. Integration also makes 
it convenient to use the other paradigms to help organize 
the interactions between RuleSets. 

Using the object-oriented paradigm, RuleSets can be 
invoked as methods for the objects. The use of object- 
oriented paradigm is facilitated by special RuleSet syntax 
for sending messages to objects, and for manipulating the 
data in the objects. 

1.2 07ES7IEfr OF THE REPORT 

Chapter 2 describes the object-oriented programming 
paradigm. 

Rule-oriented progranaaing paradigm is explained in the 
Chapter 3 of this report. 

Chapter 4 describes the language that was implemented 
and the various constructs that are available to the user. 

Examples are shown in the Chapter 6. 

The various details of the implementation of the 
language are given in the Chapter 6. 

Chapter 7 concludes the report and gives suggestions 


for future work. 
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Chapter 2 


OBJECT-QRIEHTED PBOGRAHHlliG 


Of late, there has been a lot of interest in the con- 
cept of object-oriented programming. New object-oriented 
languages and commercial environments continue to appear and 
a few of them are now becoming available for personal com- 
puters . 

Object-based systems have had an anomalous history. 
They have their roots in Smalltalk- 80, the Xerox- supported 
environment. Smalltalk-80 was developed and promoted as an 
internal vehicle for research at Xerox PARC and was only 
disclosed as a complete environment after ten years of 
development effort. During this time, no attempt was made to 
stimulate external discussion on its basic concepts. Other 
object-oriented languages, such as Simula, benefited from a 
more open research process. 

2.1 STROCTDBE OF CLASSES AND INSTANCES 

2.1.1 CLASSES 

A class is a description of one or more similar 
objects. Ah instance is an object described by a particu- 
lar class. Every instance has a name. Classes them- 
selves are instances of a metaclass, usually the one called 



CLASS. A Wetaciass 
classes. 


is a class whose instances are 


All the instances of a class have the same message 
interface; the class describes how to carry out each of the 
operations available through that interface. Each operation 
is described by a method. The selection of a message deter- 
mines what type of operation the receiver should perform, so 
a class has one method for each selector in its interface. 

2.1.2 VARIABLES 

There are two kinds of variables - Class variables 
and Instance var tables » Class var i ables are used to con- 
tain information about a class taken as a whole. Instance 
variables contain the information specific to an instance. 
Both kinds of variables have names and values. A class 
describes the structure of its instances by specifying the 
names and default values of instance variables. For example, 
the class Point might specify two instance variables, x 
and y with default values of 0, and a class variable, 
lastselectedpoint , used by methods associated with all 

instances of class Point. 

2.1.3 METHODS 

A class specifies the behaviour of its instances in 
terms of their response to messages. The class associates 
selectors which are Lisp atoms, with methods, the Lisp 
functions that respond to the messages. All instances of a 
class use the same selectors and methods. Any difference in 



response by t-wo inst-ances of bhe same class is determined by 
a difference in the values of their instance variables. For 
example, Pr inion can be used as a selector for the message 
which knows how to print out a file on a printer. 

2.1.4 HETACLASSES 

Classes themselves are instances of some class. When we 
want to distinguish classes whose instances are classes, we 
call them metaclasses. When a class is sent a message , its 
metaolass determines the response if there is no method 
corresponding to that message in the class and supers of 
the classes. For example, instances of a class are created 
by sending the class the message new. For most classes, 
this method is provided by the standard metaclass for , 
classes ; CLASS. The user can create other metaclasses to 
perform specialized initialization. 

2.1.5 AM EXAMPLE OF A CLASS 

Let us look at the details of a class areabud^et. 

This class inherits variables and methods from both of its 
super classes ownedobject and budgat. In this example, 
the new class variable maxbase is introduced, and six 
instance variables owner, base, ovorhomd, eapioyees, 
manager, and total are defined. The Methods declaration 
names the Lisp functions that implement the methods. For 
example, areabudget '^report is the name of a function that 
implements the raport method for instances of areabudge*. 



Class - areabudget 

Metaclass - CLASS 

Supers “ (ownedobject budget) 

Class Variables - ((maxbase 25000)) 

Xustance Variables - 
{ owner 

(base 1000) 

(overhead 2.25) 
employees 
manager 
total ) 

Methods - 

( ( report areabudget~report ) 

( storebase areabudget~storebase ) ) 

2.2 IMHERITIMG VARIABLES AMD METHODS 

Inheritance is an important tool for organising infor- 
mation in objects. It enables the easy creation of objects 

that are •Imost likm other objects with a few incremental 

* 

changes. Inheritance avoids the user to specify redundant 
information and simplifies updating, since information that 
is coanon need be changed in only one place. 

The objects in the system exist in an inheritance net- 
**ork of classes. An object inherits- its instance variable 
description and message resiiponses. All descriptions in a 
class are inherited by a subclass unless overridden in the 
subclass. Each class can specify inheritance of stinacture 
and behaviour from any number of super classes in its supers 


list. 



BIERARCHY 


In the simplest case, each class specifies only one 
super class. If the class A has the supers list (B), a one 
element list containing B, then all of the instance vari- 
ables specified local to A are added to those specified for 
B, recursively. That is, A gets all those instance vari- 
ables described in B and all of B’ s supers. In this case one 
obtains strict inheritance hierarchy . 

Any conflict of variable names is resolved by using the 
description closer to A in traversing up the hierarchy to 
its root at the class OBJECT. Looking up for a mehtod in the 
hierarchy also uses the same conflict resolution. The 
method to respond to a message is obtained by first search- 
ing A, then B» and then searching recursively in B’ s supers 
list. 


AM EXAMPLE 

Class Super Instance Variables Methods 


OBJECT 

C 

B 

A 


MIL none 

OBJECT (w 7) 

C (y 4) (a 3) 

B (X 1) (y 0) 


(s4 m6) 

(s2 m4) (s3 mb) 
(si m2) (s2 m3) 
(si ml) 


In the definitions given in the above chart, an 
instance of A would be given four instance variables, w, y, 


z, and X in that order. The default value for y would bo 0, 


which overrides the default value of y inherited from B. The 


insliance would also respond to the four messages with selec- 
tor si, s2, s3, and s4. The method used for responding to 
si is ml, which is said to override m2 as the implementation 
of the message si. Similarly, m3 overrides m4 as the imple- 
mentation of message s2. The root class in the system, 
OBJECT, has no super class. All classes in the system are 
subclasses of OBJECT, directly or indirectly. 

HOLTlPhE SUPER CLASSES 

In the system, the classes can have more than one class 
specified on their supers list. Multiple super classes admit ’ 
a modular programming style where (1) methods and associated 
variables for implementing a particular feature are placed 
in a single class and (ii) objects requiring combinations of 
independent features inherit them from multiple supers. If D 
had the supers list (E A) , first the description from E and 
its supers would be inherited, and then the description from 
A and its supers. In the simplest usage, the different 
features have unique variable names and selectors in each 
super. In case of a name conflict, the system uses a depth- 
first left to right precedence. For example, if any super of 
E had a method for si, then it would be used instead of the 
method ml form A. In every case, inheritance from OBJECT 
(or any other common super class) is only considered after 
all other classes on the recursively defined supers list. 
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ROLE-ORIEWTED PROGRAIMIHG 


Th« core of decision-making expertise in many kinds of 
problem solving can be expressed succinctly in terms of 
rules. The following sections describe facilities in the 
system for representing rules, and for organising 
knowledge-based systems with rule-oriented programming. The 
rule language and programming environment are integrated 
with the object-oriented, and procedure-oriented parts of 
the system. 

Rules in the system are organised into production sys- 
tems (called RuleSets) with specified control structures for 
selecting and executing the rules. The work space for 
RuleSets is an arbitrary object. 

Production rules have been used in expert systems to 
represent decision-making knowledge for many kinds of 
problem-solving. Such rules (also called if-then irules> 
specify actions to be taken when certain conditions are 
satisfied. Several rule languages (e.g. , 0PS5, ROSIE, AGE) 
have been developed in the past few years and used for 
building expert systems. 

The system has the following major features for rule- 



oriented programming : 


(1) Rules are organized into ordered sets of rules (called 
RuleSets) with specified control structures for select- 
ing and executing the rules. Like subroutines, RuleSets 
are building blocks for organizing programs hierarchi- 
cally. 

(2) The work space for rules in the system is an arbitrary 
object that was defined. The names of the instance 
variables provide a name space for variables in the 
rules . 

(3) Rule-oriented programming is integrated with object- 
oriented and procedure -oriented programming in the sys- 
tem. 

(4) RuleSets can be invoked in several ways *• In the 
object-oriented- paradigm, they can be invoked as 
methods by sending messages to objects. They can also 
be invoked directly from Lisp programs. This integra- 
tion makes it convenient to use the other paradigms to 
organize the interactions between Rulesets. 

(6) RuleSets can also be invoked from rules either as 
predicates on the LHS of rules, or as actions on the 
RHS of rules. This provides a way for RuleSets to con- 
trol the execution of other RuleSets. 

The rule language provides a concise syntax for the 
most common operations. 

Rules express the conditional execution of actions. 


( 6 ) 
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They are important, in programming because they can capture 
the core of decision-making for many kinds of problem- 
solving. 

3,1 ORQAHlZItiQ A RULE-ORIENTKD PROGRAM 

In any programming paradigm, it is important to have an 
organisational scheme for composing large systems from 
smaller ones. It is important to have a method for parti* 
tioning largo programs into nearly-independent and 
manageably-sised pieces. In the procedure -oriented para- 
digm* programs are decomposed into procedures. In the 
obdoct-oriented paradigm, programs are decomposed into 
objects. In the rule-oriented paradigm, programs are decom- 
posed into RulmSets, 

There are two approaches to organizing the invocation 
of RuleSets in the system ; 

Procedure-oriented Approach: 

This approach is analogous to the use of subroutines in 
procedure-oriented programming. Programs are decom- 
posed into RuleSets that call each other and return 
values when they are finished. SubRuleSets can be 
invoked from multiple places. They are used to simplify 
the expression in rules of complex . predicates , and 
actions . 

Object-oriented Approach: 


In this approach, RuleSets are installed as methods for 
objects . The value computed by the RuleSet is returned 
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as the value of the message sending operation. 

These approaches for organizing RuleSets can be com- 
bined to control the interactions between bodies of 
decision-making knowledge expressed in rules. 

AN EXAMPLE 

Let us look at a RuleSet of consumer instructions for 
testing a washing machine. The work space for the RuleSet is 
an instance of the class washingsachin*?. The control 
structure whilejf loops through the rules trying an 
escalating sequence of actions, starting again at the begin- 
ning if some rule is applied. Some rules, called one-shot 
rules, are executed at most once. These rules are indicated 
by the preceding ' 1 ’ . 

Rule 1 says that if the washing machine is operational, 
then stop (i.e. there is no need for executing the other 
rules of RuleSet ) . Rule 2 says that if the load of washing 
machine (which is stored in the variable name ioad of 

t 

washing machine) is more than 1, then reduce the load to 
rectify the defect in the washing machine. Rule 3 says that 
if the washing machine is not plugged in, then plug in. 
Rule 4 says that if the voltage is zero, then reset the 
machine. Rule 5 says that if the input voltage is more than 
110, then call pge- Rule 6 says that if all the above 
rules fail, then. call the dealer requesting service for the, 
washing machine. Rule 7 says that if rules 1 to 6 fail, send 
a complaint to the manufacturer. Rule 8 says that if no 
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response from the manufacturer, then complain to the consu- 
mer board. Rule 9 says that there Is nothing else the consu- 
mer can do regarding his/her washing machine and stop. 


The details of the constructs available for RuleSets 

are explained in the Section 4.2 of Chapter 4. 

EuleSet Name : checkwashingmachine ; 

Control Structure : whilel; 

While Condition : (not (get 'checkwashingmachine ’^ruleapplied 


(* What a consumer should do when a 

washing machine fails. *) 

1. (((send self ’operational)) 

( ( stop) ) ) 

2. (((> (getvalue self ’load) 1)) 

( ( send self ’ reduceload) ) ) 

3. (((not (getvalue self ’pluggedinto) ) ) 

. ((send self ’plugin))) 

4. (1 ((eq.0 (getvalue (getvalue self ’pluggedinto) ’voltage))) 

((send (getvalue self ’breaker) ’reset))) 

5. (1 ((> 110 (getvalue (getvalue self ’pluggedinto) ’voltage))) 

((send ’pge ’call))) 

6. (I (t) 

((send (getvalue self ’dealer) ’ requestservice ) ) ) 

■7. (1 (t) 

((send (getvalue self ’manufacture) ’complain))) 

8. (1 (t) 

((send (getvalue self ’ oonsumerboard) ’complain))) 

9. (I (t) 

((stop))) 


3.2 COHTBOL STRWITOBKS FOR SKtECTING ROIBS 

RuleSets in the system consist of an ordered list of 
rules and a control structure. Together with the contents of 
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the rules and the data, a RuleSet control structure deter- 
mines which rules are executed. Execution is determined by 
^e contents of rules in that the conditions of a rule must 
be satisfied for it to be executed. Execution is also con- 
trolled by data in that different values in the data allow 
different rules to be satisfied. Criteria for iteration and 
rule selection are specified by a RuleSet control structure. 
There are four primitive control structures for RuleSets in 
the systeisi which operate as follows : 

dol : 

The first rule in the RuleSet whose conditions are 
satisfied is executed. The value of the RuleSet is the 
value of the rule. If no rule is executed, the RuleSet 
returns HIL. The dol control structure is useful for 
specif yinfi a set of mutually exclusive actions, since 
at most one rule in the RuleSet will be executed for a 
given invocation. When a RuleSet contains rules for 
specific and general situations, the specific rules 
should be placed before the general rules. 

doall • 

Starting at the beginning of the RuleSet, every rule is 
executed whose conditions are satisfied. The value of 
the RuleSet is the value of the last rule executed. If 
no rule is executed, the RuleSet returns NIL. The 
domll control structure is useful when a variable 
number of additive actions are to be carried out, 
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depending on which conditions are satisfied. In a sin- 
gle invocation of the RuleSet, all of the applicable 
rules are fired. 

Mthllel : 

This is a cyclic version of dol» If the while- 

condition is satisfied, the first rule is executed 
whose conditions are satisfied. This is repeated as 
long as the while condition is satisfied or until a 
stop statement is executed. The value of the RuleSet 
is the value of the last rule that was executed, or NIL 
if no rule was executed. 

wMleall : 

This is a cyclic version of domll. If the while- 
condition is satisfied, every rule is executed whose 
conditions are satisfied. This is repeated as long as 
the while-condition is satisfied or until a stop 

statement is executed. The value of the RuleSet is the 
value of the last rule that was executed, or NIL if no 
rule was executed. 

The nhilm-condition is specified in terms of the , 

variables and constants accessible from the RuleSet. Every 
time, the nhile-condition is evaluated and checked if it 
is getting satisfied or not. , So, the Mhilv-condition 
should be an evaluable s-expression. The constant t can be 
used to specify a RuleSet that iterates forever (or until a 
stop statement is executed). Every RuleSet has a property 
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whose value is t if some rule was executed 
in the last iteration else NIL. The example RuleSet given in 
the section 3.1 uses this property *ruleappiierf in the 
»hiIe-C0Tidiiion , 

3.3 ONE-SBOT ROLES 

One of the design objectives of the language is to 
clarify the rules by factoring out control information when- 
ever possible. This objective is met in part by the declara“ 
tion of a control structure for RuleSets. 

Another important case arises in cyclic control struc" 
tures which some of the rules should be executed only once . 
This is required to prevent the BuleSet from going into an 

Infinite loop of executing the same rule in every iteration. 

« 

Such rules are also useful for initialising data for 
RuleSets . 

In the absence of special syntax, it would be possible 
to encode the information that a rule is to be executed only 

once as follows ; 

Control Structure i whilel 
Temporary Vstrs s triedruleS', 

( ( ( not triedruleS ) conditionl conditionZ ) 

( ( setq triedruleS t ) actionl ) ) 

, In this example, the variable triedruleS is used to 
control the rule so that it will be executed at most onoe in 
an invocation of a RuleSet. However, the prolific use of 
rules with such control clauses in large systems has led to 
the common complaint that control clauses in rule languages 
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defeat the expressiveness and conciseness of the rules. For 
the case above, our language provides a shorthand notation 
as follows : 

(1 (conditionl condition2) (actionl)) 

The ‘1’ in the beginning indicates that the rule should 
be executed only once in an invocation of a RuleSet. These 
rules are. called onm-shot rules. 

3.4 COHPARISOH WITH OTHER RULE LANGDAGES 

This section considers the rationale behind the design 
of the rule language, focusing on ways that it diverges from 
other rule languages. 

3.4.1 THE RATIONALE FOR R0LE8ET HIERARCHY 

The maior features of a traditional production system 
are its flatness and having no organisation in the rules. A 
traditional production system is a single set of rules. The 
flat organisation is sometimes said to make it easy to add 
rules. But Bobrow and Stefik £3] observe that there is no 
inherent property of production systems that can make rules 
additive. Rather, additivity is a consequence of the 
independence of particular sets of rules. Such independence 
is seldom achieved in large sets of rules. When rules are 
dependent, rule invocation needs to be carefully ordered. 
Advocates of a flat organization tend to organize large pro- 
grams as a single very large production system. In practice, 

most builders of production systems have found it essential 

» 

to create groups of arules. 



20 - 


3.4.2 THE RATIOHALE FOR RDLESET CONTROL STROCTDRKS 

Production languages are sometimes described as having 
a recogn ire-act cycle, which specifies how rules are 
selected for execution. An important part of this cycle is 
the conflict resolution strategy, which specifies how to 
choose a production rule when several rules have conditions 
that are satisfied. For example, the 0PS5 production 
language has a conflict resolution strategy (MEA) which 
prevents rules from being invoked more than once, priori- 
tises rules according to the recency of a change to the 
data, and gives preference to production rules with most 
specific conditions. 

In our language, there are a small number of special- 
ised control structures instead of a single complex conflict 
resolution strategy. These control structures are similar to 
the control structures of the familiar programming 
languages. For example, dol is like Lisp’s COND, doall ^ 
is like Lisp’s PROG, nbzleall is similar to WHILE state- 
ments in many programming languages. 

The specialized control structures are intended for 
concisely representing programs with different control rela- 
tionships among the rules. For example, the doall control 
structure is useful for rules whose effects are inteded to 
be additive and the dol control structure is appropriate 
for specifying mutually exclusive actions. 

It could be argued that the dol and doall 


control 
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structures are not strictly necessary because such RuleSets 
can always be written in terms of Pthilel and whileali. 
Following this reductionism to its end, we can observe that 
every RuleSet could be re-written in terms of Mhileall- 
But, to achieve the concise expression in the rules, all 
four control structures are provided to the user. 
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ChapiBr 4 

THE LANGUAGE 

In this chapter, we present the language. There are two 
major parts In the language. They are object oriented pro- 
grmmeing constructs and the rule language, 

4.1 ms OBJECT ORIENTED FBOGRAHHING CONSTRUCTS 

In our system, as almost everything is an object, the 
oommunlcatlon channel between the objects is vital to the 
system. The send command acts as the communication channel 
between the objects. 

4.1.1 SEND 
Tfi£ SYNTAX 

(send <object> <selector> <argl> ... <argn>) 

Uara, the message <selector> is passed to the object 
that is in the variable <object> with arguments as the 
parameters. All the arguments to the function send are 
evaluated. 

THE COHN AND send MD THE STANDARD METHODS 
(1) (send <»otaclassaffl»e> ’new <cla8snane> <sui»erslist> ) 

This command creates a class with name e<iuivalent to 
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<ciassnain©> under <metaclaad>. The <rftet.aclass> can be the 
system class class or one of the user defined metaclasses. 
If <metaclass> is METACLASS, then this command creates a 
metaclass. <superslist> contains the names of classes that 
should be supers of the class defined. This command does 
not do anything about instance variables, class variables, 
methods etc. There are other standard ways of using send 
command to handle these things. 

Example . ** 

<1> (send ’CLASS ’new ’student ’(humans Indian)) 

<2> (send ’METACLASS ’new ’animal ()) 

<3> (send ’animal ’new ’dog ()) 

Command <1> creates a class student under the system 
class CLASS with classes humans and Indian as the supers 
of it. Command <2> creates a metaclass called animal » 
Command <3> creates a class dog under the metaclass 
animal m 

(EXttfOidi <Gl«a8iia®o> ’new <in8tanc©naae>) 

This command creates an instantiation of <classname> 
with name <instancename> . After this , one has to use the 
access function putvmlu* to give values to the instance 
variables . 

Example. - 

<-> (send ’dog ’new ’dogmatix) 

This creates an instantiation with name dogmatix under the 


class dog. 
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(3) (send <classnaaie> * aewwithvalaes <lzis'baQcenaaM>> 

<var-val lia-b>) 

<var-val list> looks like ( (varl vail) . . . (varn 
vain)). This command crea^tes an instance with name <instan- 
cename> under the class <cla3sname> with its variables varl, 

.. ,varn initialized to vail, . . ,valn. 

(4) (scNDid <classziaM> ’deflnstvars) 

This command asks the user interactively to define 
instance variables for the class <cla8sname>. 

Example.-' A sample session can be like the following - 

<-> (send ’student ’definstvars) [ret] 

(Please give in the form of (variable initial val) or 

<variable> one by one) 

(End it by typing END) 

Rollno [ret] 

(Institution IITK) [ret] 

END [ret] 

<-> 

The session shown above defines two instance variables 
Rollno and Institution for the class student. The ini- 
tial value for variable institution is defined as IITK. 

<6> (send <classnaiBe> 'dofclvars) 

This command asks the user interactively to define 
class variables for the class <classname>. 
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Example . - 

<“> (send ’student ’defclvars) [ret] 

(Please give in the form of (variable initialval) 

one by one) 

(End it by typing END) 

(IQ high) [ret] 

(maturity low) [ret] 

END [ret] 

<-> 

The session shown above definess two class variables IQ 
and satiirity with values 'high' and ‘low’ respectively. 

(6) (send <classnane> 'defnethod <seIeotor> <fnna»e>} 

This command defines that the function <fnname> is to 
be executed whenever a message <selector> is received by the 
class <classnaine>. <fnname> can be an user defined function. 

Example . 

<-> (send ’student ’def method ’gradecard ’pri-gr-cd) [ret] 
Whenever a message gradecard is received by the class 
studtnt, the function pri-gr-cd is executed with proper 
inputs . 

(7) (send <classname> *defmethod <selector> <listofargs> 

<f om> ) 

This is another form of def method- Here, instead of 
giving the function name, the form (the form is a list of 

i 

a-expressions) and the list of input arguments required for 
that list of s -expressions <listofargs> are given. If 
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<seloctor> is received by <classnaime> , then <form> is exe* 
cubed . 

Example , - 

<-> (send ’number-sys ’def method ’add ’(a b) 

’ ((print (+ a b)))) [ret] 

(8> (send <cXassname> ’rmebhod < selector >> 

This results in removing the method corresponding to 
<8elector> from the class <classname>. If <classname> is the . 
name of an instantiation, then the method for <selector> is 
removed from the class of that paarticular instance. 

Example . - 

<-> (send ’student ’rmmethod ’gradecard) 

Sending the message gradecard to the class mtudmnt after 
the execution of the above command results in an error. 

(9) (send <olannnaine> ’addnuper <auperllst>) 

<superlist> contains the list of class names that are 
to be added to the supers list of <classname>. 

Example . - 

<-> (send ’student ’addsuper ’(disciple)) 

Even if the number of classes that are to be added as 
supers to <classname> is one, that single class should be 
put in a list. 

(10) (send <clas5name> ’rasuper <superlist>) 

<superlist> contains the list of class names that are 
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tiO b6 <iele'b6d froim the supers lis't of <classnei&e> . 

Example. - 

<“> (send * student ’rmsuper ’(disciple)) 

(11) (send <classnaBe> *nsub <sublist>) 

<subllst> is the list of class names which are to be 
deleted from the sub-class list of <classname> . In turn, the 
classes whose names are in the <sttblist> will no longer have 
<cla8sname> as one of their supers. 

Example . - 

<-> (send ’disciple ’rmsub '(student)) 

(12) (send <clas8na]Be> ’pclass) 

This prints the details of the class <classname> on the 
terminal. The details include instance variables, class 
variables, super-classes, sub-classes and methods. 

(13) (send <instance> ’pinstace) 

This command is useful in seeing the details of an 
instance <instance> . This prints the class name to which 
<instance> belongs, and also the instance variables of 
<instance> along with their values. 

(14) (send <class> ’listinst) 

This command prints all the names of instances that 
were defined under the class <clasa>. 

(15) (send <iBetaclass> ’classlist) 
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This command prints all the names of classes that were 
defined under the metaclass <metaclas 5 >. 

(16) (send <object> ’destroy) 

This command results in totally removing the object 
<object> from the working environment. <object> can be an 
instance, a class, a metaclass or a RuleSet. If <object> is 
a class, all the instances defined under that class would 
also bo destroyed. Similarly, if <object> is a metaclass, 
all the classes defined under that metaclass are also des- 
troyed along with the metaclass. 

4.1.2 THE ACCESS FaiiCTI(»iS 

In our system, the access functions are not implemented 
as standard system methods. Instead, they are Implemented as 
function calls. The reason for this is the wide usage of 
the access functions in a session. Implementing the access 
functions as standard methods would have meant one extra 
pass through the inheritance structure for that object which ’ 
we want to access or modify. (A pass through inheritance 
structure would be a depth-first search) . Instead, the 
functions corresponding to the access functions take the 
required parameters and directly handle the necessary data 
structures. Only disadvantage with this implementation is 
that the uniformity is lost as these access calls are not 
passed as messages. But, the time we gain over loosing uni- 
formity is significant. 


(1) getvalue 



(setvala« <ob4ect> <variable naBie>) 

This command returns the value of the instance variable 
<variable name> in the object <object>. Each instance of a 
class has its own separate set of instance variables. If no 
local value of the variable <variable name> in the instance 
<object> is set, getvalue returns the default value from 
the class or from the supers of the class in case the 
immediate class does not have a default value for the vari- 
able <variable name>. 

The function fetches a value from an 

instance of a class. It is an error to try to use 
to fetch an instance variable from a class. To fetch the 
default value of an instance variable from a class, 
g»tcJlmsMiv should bo used. 

Example '• 

(getvalue ’Vi jay ’rollno) 

This gives the value of the instance variable roJIno 
of the instance ViJ»y> 

(2) getclassvalue 

(getclasavalue <object> <variable name>) 

This command returns the value of the class variable 
<variable name> for the class of the object <object> (which 
may be either an instance or a class). 

Class variables are inherited from the super classes. 
If <object> is an instance, lookup begins at the class of 
<ob3ect> since instances do not have class variables stored 
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locally. If ■the class does not have a class variable <vari~ 
able naine>, getclassyaltie searches through the super 
classes of the class until it finds <variabl€f name>. 

Conceptually, one should think of a class variable of a 
class as being shared by all instances of that class, and by 
all instances of any of its subclasses. For example, suppose 
‘Transistor’ is a class with class variablS ‘TransNum’, and 
’ Deplot ionTransistor’ is a subclass of ‘Transistor’. Then 
setting the class variable 'TransNum’ from an instance of 
‘DepletionTransistor’ would be aeon by all instances of 
‘Transistor’ . 

Example : 

(getclassvalue ’human *no-of-eyes) 

This gives the value of class variable no-of-eyes of 
the class huwmrt 

(3) putvalue 

(pixtvaXae <obie 0 t> <variablo name> <nowvalue>) 

This command stores <newvalue> as the value of the 
instance variable <variable name> in the obiect <obiect> . 
putvmlue works for storing value in an instance of a class. 
It is an error to try to store a default Instance variable 
in a class with puti^altte. To store the default value for 
an instance variable directly in the class, putcJassi/alue 
should be used. 

Example.” 

(putvalue ’position ’x 0) 
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(4) pu-tclassvalue 

{parbclassyalue <ob4ec't> <variable name> <newvalue>) 

It is simtlar to putvaluBf except that it stores 
<ne'wvalue> as the value of a class variable. <object> may 
either be an instance or a class . It returns the <newvalue> . 

If <variable name> is not local to the class, then the 
value will be put in the first class in the inheritance list 
that < variable name> is found. 

(6) setclassiv. putclassiv 

(getolassiv <object> <variable name>) 

(putclassiv <object> <variable naiae> <newvalue>) 

These commands are for dealing with the default values 
of the instance variables of a class. 

(0) getlvbeze, getovhere 

(letlviiere <lii8tanoe> <varlable>) 

(getovfaere <clasa> <variablo>) 

These two commands are for the Local Oat operations. 
qmtivhara returns the instance variable value that is found 
in the instance, getcvhare returns the class variable 
value that is found in the class. In both of these cases, 
inheritance is not applied. 

(7) getolass 


(getolass <lnstan<^>) 



This returns the name of the class to which <instance> 
belongs . 

(8) get»etaclass 

( getmetaclass <class>} 

This command returns the name of the metaclass to which 
<class> belongs. 

(9) getamthod 

(getwarthod <class> <seIector>) 

This command returns the method (Franz-Lisp function 
name) which implements the message <selector> of the class 
<class>. One can see the definition of the function by 
using the Lisp command *pp’ . Methods are inherited; the 
retrieval process involves searching through super classes 
of <class> if the method for <selector> is not found in 
<ola88> itself. 

(10) getaethodhere 
(getaMTthodhere <class> <selector>) 

This returns the local value of the method (function 
name) which implements the message <selector> of <class>. 
If the method for <selector> is not found locally, it 
returns NIL. 

(11) putmethod 

(pixtawthod <cla8S> <8eIector> <ne«ryalue>) 

The coBBnand putmethod sets the method which imple- 
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nen'bs ■fcli'e message <selec'fcoi'> of the class <class> to 
<newvalue> . <newvalu©> should be a function name. 


4.2 THE ROLE LAH60A0E 

This section describes the language constructs provided 
by our system regarding the rule oriented programming. 

4.2.1 FORM OF A ROUE 

A rule in the language describes action to be taken 
iRhen specified conditions are satisfied. A rule has three 
major parts called the left hand side (LHS) for describing 
the conditions, the right hand side (KHS) for describing the 
actions, and the one shot description for describing the 
rule itself. 

The syntax of a rule is : 

(C13 LHS RHS) 

The *1’ in the begiiuaing of the rule is meta- 
description and is optional. lif '1’ is present in the begin- 
ning of a rule, then the rule will be fired only once in an 
invocation. If the rule is not an one-shot rule, then the 
following is the syntax of the rule - 

( LHS RHS) 

In addition, a rule can have no conditions (meaning 
always perform the actions) as follows '• 


ill} <t) RHS) 
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In all, a rule can be of one of the following forms : 

(1 IMS RHS) 

( LHS KHS) 

(1 (t) SHS) 

( (t) RHS) 

LBS SYHfM 

LHS has the following format : 

(conditionl condition2 ... conditionN) 

The conditions in the LHS of a rule are evaluated from 
left to right to determine whether the LHS is satisfied. If 
they are all satisfied, then the rule is satisfied. For 
exanple* 

((A B (= <+ C D) 7) (prime D) ) RHS) 

In this rule, there are four clauses on the LHS. Sup- 
pose A.B,C and D are global variables. If the values of some 
of the clauses are NIL during the evaluation, the remaining 
clauses are not evaluated. For example, if A is non-NIL but 
B is NIL, then the LHS is not satisfied and the third condi- 
tion i.e.-(= (+ C D) 7) is not evaluated. 

Each condition in the LHS should be an evaluable 
s-expression. All the Lisp operators are allowed in speci- 
fying the condition. The conditions should be specified in 
the prefix notation. For example, the condition 
(= (+ C D) 7) gets satisfied only if the addition of C and D 
results in 7. Sending a message, calling a Lisp function or 
an invocation of a RuleSet can also be present in a condi- 
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tion. 

tm SYHTM 

The RHS of a rule consists of actions to be performed 
if the LHS of the rule is satisfied. These actions are 
evaluated in order from left to right. Actions can be invo- 
cation of EuleSets, the sending of message. Lisp function 
calls, variables or the ‘stop’ action. 

RuleSets always return a value. The value returned by a 
RuleSet is the value of the last rule that was executed. 
Rules can have multiple actions on the right hand side. If 
the last action of a RuleSet is ‘stop’ , then the RuleSet 
returns the value of the previous action. The valu§ of a 
rule is the value of the last action. When a rule has no 
actions on its RHS, it returns NIL as its value. 

4.2.2 KIHDS OF VARIABLES 

There are two global variables which are useful in the 

/ 

RuleSets. They are - 
self: 

It contains the current work space. 

^caller: 

This contains the RuleSet name that has invoked the 
current RuleSet. 

The language distinguishes the following kinds of vari 
ables '• 


RoleSet Arguments: 
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All RuleSe'ts have the variable sel-f as their work 
space. References to self can be done in the RuleSet syn- 
tax. For example, the expression (send self ’print) means 
to send a print message to sel-f. 

Instance and Class Variables: 

All RuleSets use an object for their work space. In the 
IiHS and RHS of a rule, the user can use or modify the 
Instance variables and the class variables of the object 
contained in ‘self’ by the various access functions avail- 
able to the user. 

Teaiporary Variables: 

Literals can also be used to refer to temporair vari- 
ables allocated for a specific allocation of a RuelSet, 
These variables are initialized to NIL when a RuleSet is 
invoked. Temporary variables are declared in the Twnporary’ 
Vars declaration in a RuleSet. 

Lisp Variables: 

Literals can be used to refer to Lisp variables during 
the Invocation of a RuleSet. These variables’ can be global 
to the Lisp environment, or are bound in some calling func- 
tion. Lisp variables can be used when procedure-oriented and 
rule-oriented programs are intermixed. 

4.2.3 CREATIHG A BOLKOT 

A new RuleSet can be created by sendi — 
to the system object RULESET , 


npm 
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The synt-ax is - 

(send *HOE>SSET *new <ralese1;name> ) 

The system interactively asks the user to enter rules 
and parameters corresponding to <rulesetname> . 

Example.-* 

The following shows the session to create the RuleSet 

that was explained in Section 3.1 of Chapter 3 . 

<-> (send ’RULESET ’new ’checkwashingmachine) [ret] 

(Please give the control structure-) whilel Cret3 

(Please give the While condition-) 

(not (get ’checkwashingmachine ’ *ruleapplied) ) [retl 
(Please give the temporary vars as a list-) () Cretl 
(The rule format is -) 

(<1> (condl cond2 ,.) (actionl action2 ..))or 
(<1> (t) (actionl action2 ..)) 

(End input by giving END) 

(Please give the rule-)l 

{ ( ( send seif ’ operational ) ) ( ( stop) ) ) [ret] 

(Please give the rule-) 2 

• « • * 

(Please give the rule-) 9 
(1 (t) ((stop))) [ret] 

(Please give the rule-) 10 
END Cretl 

<-> 

4,2.4 IWKXim A RULESET 

Ope of the «.7S to oauee SaleSete to 0, executed is to 
Invoke then free, rules. This Is used on the LHS of rules to 
express predicates in terns of RuleSets. and on the BBS of 
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rules to express actions in terms of RuleSets. RuleSets can 
also be invoked from methods of objects. 

The syntax of invoking a RuleSet is - 

( izxvoke <ruleset&aBe> <Horkspace> ) 

Example.- (invoke ’rsl 'wsl) 

In this example, the RuleSet ’rsl’ Is invoked with the 
object *wsl’ as its work space. The global variable ‘self’ 
gets bound to <workspace>. So, one can refer to <workspace> 
through ’self’ in the rules. 

4.2.5 KDITIHG A BOL^ET 

The following features are provided in the language. 

(1) Editing the parameters (control structure, while condi- 
tion, and temporary variables), rules and one-shot con- 
ditions of a RuleSet. 

(2) Addition and deletion of rules from a RuleSet. 

4.2.5. 1 EDlTIliG A BDFliE 

The user can edit an existing RuleSet by sending the 
message adit to the system object RULESET with the 
RuleSet name as the argument. 

The syntax is - 

(send 'ROhSSET ’edit <rulesetname> ) 

Example, i- 

The session given below changes the control structure 
of the RuleSet chac^washingaachin# to mhilmmll. 



<■■> (send 'ROLESET ’edit ’ checkwashlngmachine ) 

(Please give the corresponding no. for modifying 

one of the following-) 

( 1 parameters ) 

( 2 rules ) 

( 3 oneshot conditions ) 

1 [ret] 

(Please give the corresponding no. for modifying 

one of the following-) 

— 1 control structure ) 

( 2 while condition ) 

( 3 temp vars ) 

1 [ret] 

(The present value is — ) whilel 
(Qive the new value-) whileall [ret] 

<-> 


« 4Gi 

The aesalon given below, is for removing the one-shot 
condition from the 3rd rule of the RuleSet checkM»shing- 
mmchinm* 

<-> (send ’ROLISET ’edit ’ checkwashingmaohine ) 

(Please give the corresponding no. for modifying 

one of the following-) 

( 1 parameters ) 

( 2 rules ) 

^ 3 oneshot conditions ) 

3 [ret] 

(Qive the rule no. for which you want to 

toggle the one shot condition-) 

3 [ret] 

<-> 


Sxaagple.3- 
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The session given below is for changing the LHS of the 

2nd rule of the EuleSet cbeckt^ashingmachine , 

<-> (send ’ROLESET ’edit ’checkwashingmachine) 

(Please give the corresponding no. for modifying 

one of the following-) 

( 1 parameters ) 

( 2 rules ) 

( 3 oneshot conditions > 

2 [ret] 

(Please give the rule no. which you like to modify )2 [ret 3 
(modification 1 -Ihs 2 -rhs -please give no. )1 [ret] 

((> (getvalue self ’load) 1)) 

(PI. give the no. corresponding to the cond/act 

you want to modify)! [ret 3 
(Please give the new version of that cond/action) 

<> (getvalue self ^load) 1.5) [ret 3 

<-> 

The procedure to change an action in RHS is also very 
much similar to the one shown above. 

4. 2. 6. 2 AD»mC»l / BEtETIOS OF A MJLK 

The user can add or delete a rule from the RuleSet by 
sending the message ad<# or del to the system object 
ftULESET* The RuleSet name should be passed as a parameter. 


Kacayaple. 1** 

The following session shows how the user can delete the 

3rd rule from the RuleSet chackPimshingmachina, 

<-> (send ’RUUESET Mel ’checkwashingmachine) [ret] 

(Please give the ruleno. which you want to delete-) 3 [retj ; 

<-> 

ffhen the user adds a rule to the RuleSet, the position 
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at which it should be placed is also important because the 
rules in a RuleSet are tried from top to bottom (or from 
rule number 1 to rule number n). So, the system asks the 
user to specify the number at which the added rule should be 
placed. Then the earlier rules from that position would be 
moved down accordingly. 

Bxaiaiple.2-* 

The following session shows how the user can add a new 
rule as the rule number 3 to the RuleSet chmck»»shing- 
sachi»*> 

<-> (send ’RULESET 'add ’checkwashingmachine) [ret] 

(What position (number) your rule should 

occupy?-) 3 [ret] 

(Please give the rule-) 

( ( ( not ( getvalue self ’ pluggedinto ) ) ) 

((send self ’plugin))) [ret] 

<-> 

4.2.6 'fllWIMQ A RULESET 

In order to see the contents of a RuleSet ( i . e . the 
work space class, the control structure, the while condi 
tioHii teaa?orary variable list, and the srules.), the message 
print is to be sent to the system object RULESBT along 

with the RuleSet name as the parameter. 

Sxawle.- 

(send ’RULESET ’print <rttlesetname>) [ret] 

This command prints the details of the RuleSet 
<rulesetname> on the screen. 
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4.2.7 THE 'STOP* ACTIOS 

Th« »top action can be used in the RHS of a rule to 
come out of the RuleSet. When this stop action is executed 
in a EuleSeti then the control returns the value of the pre- 
vious action or rule (depending upon the case) and comes out 
of the RuleSet. The stop action can break out of doall, 
and Mhiieaii loops also. 

The syntax is: 

(stop) 

4.3 SAVINS A SESSION 

In case the user wants to save the status of the system 
after worhinfi on the system for some time, the user can do 
so by the command loopsout. The name of the file into 
which the user wants to save the system is to be given as 
the parameter to Joopsout- 

Examiple. : (locpsout ’old) 

This command stores the present status of the system 
(including details of all the RuleSets defined, and all the 
objects defined) into the file names old. If there is 
already something in the file old^ the previous contents 
will be overwritten by the cooimand loopsout. 

One can restore the status of the system by the follow- 
ing command . 


(dftidn ’old). 
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Chapter 5 


EXAMPLES 


This chapter describes three problems eoid shows how 
these problems can be solved using our system. 

5.1 EXAHPLE-1 

Problem : 

In an office environment, a document can be a 
letter^ m m»mOf a daily —report, or a notice. Letters can 
be of three types - received letters, letters that are to be 
sent out, and the received greetings cards. The problem is - 
what actions are to be performed when one has to deal with a 
particular kind of a document?. 

Bepreaentation : 

The hierarchical structure can be represented as fol- 
lows: 
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document is a class with letter, »e»o, dailyrep, 
and notice as its subclasses. The subclasses of the class 
letter are rec, sent and greet ing^ -representing 

received letters , letters that are to be posted and the 
received greetings. Assume that rl is an instance of rec, 
si and s2 are instances of sent, gi is an instance of 
greeting, ml and in2 are instances of memo, drl and dr2 
are instances of deilyrep, and nl is an instance of 
notice,, 

Seocriptlcm of the RoleSet o-f-fice s 
Rule-1: 

If input is a document then enter a note in the Docu- 
ment file. 

Rule- 2: 

If input is a letter then get the Letters file so that 
the letter can be stored in that file. 

Ihile-3: 

If input is a daily-report then send it to the Director 
for evaluation. 

Rule- 4: 

If input is a memo then send the memo to the concerned 
person and request him to give a reply immediately. 

Rale-5; 

If the input is a notice then display it on the notice 
boards . 


Rule-6; 
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If the input is a received letter then keep it in the 
Letters file and if the matter is urgent, reply immedi- 
ately . 

Rule-7 : 

If the input is a received greeting then keep it in the 
Letters file and send Thanks reply immediately. 

Rule-8; 

If the input is a letter to be sent then store the 
xerox copy in the Letters file and post the letter 
iBHBediately . 

REO(»tDFlLE 

[13 (send 'CLASS 'new 'document nil) 
nil 

[23 (send 'CLASS 'new 'letter '(document)) 
nil 

C 3 3 ( send * CLASS ' new ’ memo ’ ( document ) ) 
nil 

[43 (send 'CLASS 'new 'daily rep '(document)) 
nil 

[53 (send 'CLASS 'new 'notice '(document)) 
nil 

[63 (send 'CLASS 'new 'rec '(letter)) 
nil 

[73 (send 'CLASS 'new 'sent '(letter)) 
nil 

[83 (send 'CLASS 'new 'greeting '(letter)) 
nil 
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C 9 3 ( send ' docuinent ’ def instvar s ) 

(Please give in t-he form of (variable defaultval) or 

<variable> one by one) 

(End it by typing END) 

(doc t) 

END 

nil 

C 103 ( send ' letter ’ def instvars ) 

(Please give in the form of (variable defaultval) or 

<variable> one by one) 

(End it by typing END) 

(let t) 

END 

nil 

[11 3 (send ’memo ’def instvars) 

(Please give in the form of (variable defaultval) or 

<variable> one by one) 

(End it by typing END) 

(nem t) 

END 

nil 

[123 (send ’dailyrep ’def instvars) 

(Please give in the form of (variable defaultval) or 

<variable> one by one) 

(End it by typing END) 

(drep t) 

END 

nil 

[133 (send 'notice ’def instvars) 

(Please give in the form of (variable defaultval) or 

<variable> one by one) 

(End it by typing END) 

(pnot t) 
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EHD 

nil 

[14] (send ’rec ' def instvars) 

(Please give in the form of (variable defaultval) or ' 

<variable> one by one) 

(End it by typing END) 

(riot t) 

END 

nil 

C163(oond ’sent ' def instvars) 

(Please give in the form of (variable defaultval) or 

<variable> one by one) 

(End it by typing END) 

(slat t) 

END 
ni 1 

C 163 ( send ’ greeting ’ def instvars ) 

(Please give in the form of (variable defaultval) or 

<variable> one by one) 

(End it by typing END) 

(greet t) 

END 

nil 

U73(send ’rec 'new ’rl) 

(rl) 

Eld] (send ’rec 'new ’r2) 

<r2 rl) 

C 19] (send ’sent 'new 'sD 
(si) 

E 20] (send ’sent ’new ’s2) 

(82 si) 
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£213 (send ’greeting ’new ’gl) 

(« 1 ) 

C 22 3 (send 'memo ’new ’ml) 

(ml) 

[233 (send ’dailyrep ’new ’drl) 

(drl ) 

[24 3 (send 'notice 'new ’nl) 

(nl) 

[263 (send 'RULESET 'print ’office) 

(The details are as follows) 

(Control structure is -)whileall 

(’While condition is -)(not (get 'office ’ ^ruleapplied) ) 
(Temp variables are -)nil 
(The rules are) 

Rule*"l 
oneshot-nil 
(LH8 is ~) 

(getvalue self ’doc) 

(RHS is -) 

(pprint ’(Enter a note in Document file)) 

Rule-2 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 

(getvalue self ’let) 

(RHS is -) 

( terpri ) 

(pprint ’(Get the Letters file)) 

Rule- 3 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 

(getvalue self ’drop) 

(RHS is -) 

(terpri) 
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(pprint ’(Send it to the Director for evaluation)) 

Rule- 4 
oneshot-nil 
(DHS is -) 

(getvalue self ’mem) 

{ RHS is ■ ) 

(terpri ) 

( pprint ’ ( Send the memo to the concerned person ) ) 

( terpri ) 

(pprint ’(Request him to give a reply immediately)) 

Rule -5 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 

(getvalue self ’pnot) 

(RHS is -) 

( terpri ) 

(pprint ’(Put it on the notice boards)) 

Rule-6 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 

(getvalue self ’rlet) 

(RHS is -) 

(terpri) 

(pprint ’(Store it in the Letters file.)) 

(terpri) 

(pprint ’(Reply immediately if urgent)) 

Rule-7 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 

(getvalue self ’greet) 

(RHS is -) 

(terpri) 

(pprint ’(Store it in the Letters file)) 

(terpri) 

(pprint ’(Send TBAMS immediately)) 
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Rule- 8 
on©shot-nil 
(LHS i» -) 

(getvalu© self ’slet) 

(RHS Is -) 

(terpri) 

(pprlnt ’(Take a xerox copy and store it in Letters file)) 
(terpri) 

(pprlnt ’(Post it immediately)) 
nil 

[263 (invoke ‘office 'rl) 

(Enter a note in Document file) 

(Get the Letters file) 

(Store it in the Letters file.) 

(Reply immediately if urgent )t 

£2?3( invoke ’office ’si) 

(Enter a note in Document file) 

(Get the Letters file) 

(Take a xerox copy and store it in Letters file) 

(Post it ii»8oediately)t 

[283 (invoke ’office ’gl) 

(Enter a note in Document file) 

(Get the Letters file) 

(Store it in the Letters file) 

(Send THANKS immediately )t 

[293 (invoke ’office ’ml) 

(Enter a note in Document file) 

(Send the memo to the concerned person) 

(Request him to give a reply immediately )t 

[303 (invoke 'office ’drl) 

(Enter a note in Document file) 

(Send it to the Director for evaluation)t 
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''ENTRAL t.lBRARY 

1 1 T. 

[ 31 3 { invoke ’ office * nl ) 

(Enter a not© in Document file) 

(Put it on the notice boards )t 

£323 


&a2 EXAMP1LJS~2 
ProblcM : 

Water 4u« A has a capacity of 5 liters, and water jug B 
has a capacity of 2 liters. Assume the following con- 
straints; initially, A is filled and B is empty; the jugs 
are irregularly shaped, so that it is not possible to meas- 
ure any intermediate amount; either jug may be poured into 
the other or down the drain, but no new water can be added. 
By what sequence of pouring, can exactly 1 liter of water be 
left in jug B? 

Representation : 

The class sys represents the problem domain. It has 
three instance variables, a# b and total* At a particu- 
lar instance, the value of a shows how much water is 
present in jug A, the value of b shows how much water is 
present in Jug B, the value of total shows how much water 
is present in the system in all. 

Description of the BuleSet rsi 

Rule-1; 

If (a > 03 &hd (b < 2) then invoke the the RuleSet 
’rs2’ with *sys’ as parameter. 



Rule-2 


If (b = 2) then pour the water in 'b’ on the floor, set 
‘b’ to 0, and set ’total’ to (total - 2). 

Oescripi^ion of the RuleSet rs2 

Rule-1’. 

If (total >= 2) then set ‘a’ to (total - 2), and set 

‘b’ to 2(ie. pour 2 liters of water from ‘a’ to 'b’ ) . 


Rule-2: 

If (total < 2) then set ’a’ to 0, and set 'b’ to 
'total* (ie. pour all the water of 'a’ into 'b'). 

RECCHRDFILS 

[13 (send ’CLASS ’new 'sys nil) 
nil 

[23 (send 'sys ’definstvars) 

(Please give in the form of (variable defaultval) or 

<variable> one by one) 

(End it by typing END) 

(a 5) 

(b 0) 

(total 5) 

END 

nil 

[33 (send ’ROLESET 'print ’rsl) 

(The details are as follows) 

(Control structure is -)whileall 

(While condition is -){neq 1 (getclassiv self b)) 

(Temp variables are -)nil 
(The rules are) 

Rule-1 

oneshot-nil 
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CLHS la -) 

(and (> (getclassiv self ’a) 0) (< (getclassiv self ’b) 2)) 
(BHS is -) 

(invoke ' rs2 self) 

Rule-2 
oneahot-nil 
(LHS la -) 

(eq (getclassiv self ’b) 2) 

(RHS la -) 

(print MPour b on floor)) 

( terpri ) 

(putolaaaiv self 'b 0) 

(putclassiv self ’total {- (getclassiv self ’total) 2)) 
nil 

E 43 (send ’RULESET ’print ’rs2) 

(The details are as follows) 

(Control structure is -)dol 
(Teiap variables are -)nil 
(The rules are) 

Rule- I 
oneahot-nil 
(liHS la -) 

(>= (getclassiv self ’total) 2) 

(RHS is -) 

(putclassiv self ’a {- (getclassiv self ’total) 2)) 
(putclassiv self 'b 2) 

(print ’(Pour 2 into b from a)) 

(terpri) 

Rule-2 
oneahot-nil 
(LHS is -) 

(< (getclassiv seif ’total) 2) 

(RHS is -) 

(putclassiv self ’a 0) 
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{putclaasiv self ’b (getclassiv self ’total)) 
{print ’(Pour all of a into b) ) 

( terpri ) 

nil 

[6] (Invoke ’rsl ’sys) 

(Pour 2 into b from a) 

(Pour b on floor) 

(Pour 2 into b from a) 

(Pour b on floor) 

(Pour all of a into b) 
nil 

C83 


5.3 EIAI!Pl>i-3 
Probleoi : 

A farmer has a wolf, a goat, and a cabbage (a very 
large one). He wants to get all three of them plus himself 
across a river, but his boat is only large enough to hold 
one Item plus himself. How can he cross the river without 
leaving the wolf alone with the goat or the goat alone with 

the cabbage? 

Representation *- 

The olass s'fst has one instance variable state that 
sho» th. positions of the fsrmer. wolf. goat, and the oab- 
baie. The first atoB In the value indicates the position of 
the faraer. The second atom in the value indicates the 
position of the volt. The third atom in the value indicates 
the position of the goat. The fourth atom in the value 
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indicates the position of the oabbage. syst has two 
instances a and b. The instance a represents the 
problem domain. The instance b is used as a dummy. syst 
has a method defined for the message changctoopp. The 
argument to this method is a subset of the set (f g w c) as 
a list. This method changes the position of members of the 
argument to the opposite side in the value of state of the 
receiver. 


In this problem, a state is safe if either the farmer 
is on the same side as the goat or everything else is on the 
opposite side from the goat. The farmer can move by himself 
from location F to F2, leaving the other items unchanged, 
provided that the npw location F2 is opposite F and the 
resulting state is safe. There are 3 other kinds of moves. 
The farmer takes the wolf across, the goat across, or the 
oabbage across. The rules should represent these points. 

ffhile deriving the steps, the changes are first made in 
the instance b, then it is checked whether the resulting 
state is safe and only if it is safe, the similar changes 
are made in the instance a. w represents the side ’west’ 
and • represents the side ’east’. 

Desoription of the ^leSet s»fe s 

Rule-1; 

If the farmer and the goat are on the same side, then 
it is a safe state. 


Rule- 2; 
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if the ffoat is oa one side and the rest are on the 
opposite side, then the state is safe. 

Rule- 3 J 

If rules 1 and 2 fall, then the state is not safe. 
DesoriptinMa of the SuIeSet »ain s 
Rule** 1 • 

Copy the state of » into h- Change the position of 
farmer in b to the opposite. 

Rule ***2 * 

If the state of b is safe and it was not previously 
attained, then change the position of farmer in a to 
the opposite and add this state to the list of previ- 
ously attained states. 

Rule- 3: 

Copy the state of a into b- Change the position of 
farmer and wolf in b to the opposite. 

Eule-4: 

If the state of b is safe and it was not previously 
attained, then ohaiige the position of farmer and wolf 
in a to the opposite and add this state to the list 
of previously attained states. 

Rule- 6: 

Copy the state of « into b. Change the position of 
farmer and goat in b to the opposite. 


Rule-6 : 
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If the state of b is safe and it was not previously 

attained, then change the position of farmer and goat 

in • to the opposite and add this state to the list 

of previously attained states. 

Rule-7 ; 

Copy the state of a into b. Change the position of 
farmer and cabbage in b to the opposite. 

Rule-8: 

If the state of b is safe and it was not previously 

attained, then change the position of farmer and cab- 
bage in a to the opposite and add this state to the 
list of previously attained states. 

RECORDFIhE 

[13 (send 'CLASS 'new ’ syst nil) 
nil 

[23 (send 'syst 'def instvars) 

(Please give in the form of (variable defaultval) or 

<variable> one by one) 

(End it by typing END) 

(state (w w w w)) 

END 

nil 

[33 (send 'syst ' newwithvalues 'a ’((state (w w w w)))) 

( state ) 

[43 (send 'syst ’newwithvalues 'b ’((state (w w w w)))) 
(state) 

[53 (send ’syst ’def method ’changetoopp ’*chtoopp) 

*chtoopp 



C63(pp *ohtoopp) 

( def ♦ch'toopp 
( lambda (1) 

(do ( (y 1 (cdr y)) (res (getvalue self ’stabe))) 

((null y) (putvalue self ’state res)) 

( setq res ( *chloop res ( car y ) ) ) ) ) ) 

t 

C73(PP *giveop) 

(def *giveop 
(lambda ( !x) 

(oond ( (eq lx ’w) ’e) 

((eq lx ’e) ’w) 

(t ’error)))) 

t 

C8Kpp *chloop) 

(def *chloop 
(lambda (lx) 

( oond ( ( eq X ’ f ) ( cons ( *giveop ( car 1 ) ) ( cdr 1 ) ) ) 

( ( eq X ’ w ) ( cons ( car 1 ) ( cons ( *giveop ( cadr 1 ) ) ( cddr ] 

((eq X ’g) 

(cons (car 1) (cons (cadr 1) (cons (*giveop (caddr 1)) 

(cdddr 1)): 

((eq X ’c) 

( reverse ( cons ( *giveop ( cadddr 1 ) ) ( cdr ( reverse 1 ) ) ) ) 
(t ’error)))) 

t 

[93 (send ’RULESET ’print ’safe) 

(The details are as follows) 

(Control structure is -)dol 
(Temp variables are -)nil 
(The rules are) 

Rule- 1 
oneshot-nil 
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(LHS is -) 

(«<a (oar (getvalue self ’state)) (caddr (getvalue self ’state))) 
(RBS is “) 
t 

Rule- 2 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is •) 

(and (eq (car (getvalue self ’state)) (cadr (getvalue self ’state)) 
(eq (oar (getvalue self ’state)) (cadddr (getvalue self ’state)) 
(not (eq (oar (getvalue self ’state)) (caddr (getvalue self ’state) 
(RHS is -) 
t 

Rule- 3 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 
t 

(RHS is -) 
nil 

[103 (send ’RULESET ’print ’main) 

(The details are as follows) 

(Control structure is -)whileall 

(While condition is -)(not (equal ’(e e e e) (getvalue self ’state 
(Temp variables are -)(past) 

(The rules are) 

Rule-1 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 
t 

(RHS is -) 

(putvalue 'b ’state (getvalue self ’state)) 

( send ’ b ’ changetoopp ’(f)) 

Rule- 2 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 
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(invoke ’safe ’b) 

(not (member (getvalue ’b ’state) past)) 

{ B^S is “ ) 

( send self ’ changetoopp ’(f)) 

(setq past (cons (getvalue self ’state) past)) 
(print (getvalue self ’state)) 

( terprt ) 

Rule- 3 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 
t 

(RHS is -) 

(putvalue ’b 'state (getvalue self ’state)) 

( send ’ b ’ changetoopp ’ ( f w ) ) 

Rule- 4 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 

(invoke ’safe ’b) • 

(not (member (getvalue ’b ’state) past)) 

(RHS is -) 

(send self 'changetoopp ’(f w)) 

(setq past (cons (getvalue self ’state) past)) 
(print (getvalue self ’state)) 

(terpri) 

Rule- 6 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 
t 

(RHS is -) 

(putvalue ’b 'state (getvalue self ’state)) 
(send 'b ’changetoopp ’(f g)) 

Rule-6 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 

(invoke ’safe ’b) 
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(not (member (setvalue ’b 'state) past)) 

(RHS is “) 

(send self ’changetoopp ’(f g)) 

(setq past (cons (getvalue self ’state) past)) 
(print (getvalue self ’state)) 

(terpri) 

Rule- 7 
one shot -nil 
(LHS is -) 
t 

(RHS is -) 

(putvalue ’b ’state (getvalue self ’state)) 
(send ’b ’changetoopp ’ (f c)) 

Rule-8 
oneshot-nil 
(LHS is -) 

(invoke ’safe ’b) 

(not (member (getvalue ’b ’state) past)) 

(RHS is -) 

(send self 'changetoopp '(f c)) 

(setq past (cons (getvalue self ’state) past)) 
(print (getvalue self ’state)) 

(terpri) 

nil 

cm (send ’a ’pinstance) 

(The class is — )syst 

(The instance vars — The values) 

state ( )(w WWW) 

t 

[12] (invoke ’main ’a) 

(e w e w) 

(w w e w) 

(e e e w) 

(w e w w) 
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(e « M e) 
(w e M e) 
(e e e e) 
nil 

[143 
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Chapter 6 


THE IMPLEMENTATION 


The system is implemented in the C-Lisp environment 
available on top of Franz-Lisp on HCL-H6rizon III. This 
chapter gives details of the implementation of the language 
that was described in the Chapter 4. 

6.1 DATA STROCTOBES 

There are four kinds of objects in the system. They 

are ; 

(1) Metaclasses. 

(2) Classes. 

(3) Instances. 

(4) RuleSets. 

6.1.1 METACLASSES 

Each metaclass <m-class> in the system has the follow- 
ing properties defined on it. 

itis-mciass 

It is *t’ for all metaclasses. 
elclass 


This contains the list of classes defined under the 
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metaclass <ia-class> . 

*rm»th0ds 

This contains the list of messages that the metaclass 
<m-class> can receive i.e, there exist methods 
corresponding to the selectors present in this list for 
the metaclass <m-class>. 

<s»Ject0r> 

This property contains the name of the function that is 
to be applied when the metaclass receives the message 
<selector>. While defining the method using de-fmethod 
for the message <.selector>, if the user chooses to give 
the ‘form’ of the method, then the system creates a 
function with the name <m~cl ass >’^< selector > and puts 
the form in that function. This name is stored under 
the property <selector> instead of the form, 

6.1.2 CLASSES 

Every class <class> in the system has the following 
properties defined on it. 

*is--class 

It is 'f for all classes. 

*clvars 

This contains ^he list of class variables that are 
defined in the class <class>. 


*invars 



This contiains t-he listp of instance variables that are 
defined in the class <class>. 

«»ciass 

This contains the name of the metaclass of the class 
<ciass>. In general, the system object 'CLASS’ is the 
metaclass for most of the classes. 

^methods 

This contains the list of messages the class <class> 
oan receive. 

t^insts 

This contains the list of names of the instances that 
are defined under the class. 

^supers 

This contains the list of names of the super classes of 
the class <class>. 

#subs 

^ This contains the list of names of the sub-classes of 
the class <class>. 

<class-var -name> 

This property contains the value of the class variable 
<class-var-name> in the class <class> . 

< inst-i'ar-name> 

This property contains the default value of the 
instance variable <in5t-var-name> in the class <class>. 
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This property contains the local value of the instance 
variable <in3t-var>. 

6.1.4 ROLESETS 

Each RuleSet <rs> has the following properties defined 
on it. 

#is~ruieset 

It is 't' for all RuleSets. 

^control 

This contains the value of the parameter control 
structure of the RuleSet <rs>. 

If the control structure of <rs> is either ‘whilel’ or 
‘whileall', this property contains the 'while condi- 
tion' for the RuleSet <rs>. Otherwise, it contains 
NIL. 

*tempvars 

This property contains the list of temporary variables 
that can be used in the RuleSet <rs> . 

iinorules 

This property contains the number of rules present in 
the RuleSet <rs>. This is useful in implementing the 
add and del methods of RULESET because these methods 
require to move up or move down certain number of rules 
in the RuleSet. 



^ruleapplied 


It becomes ‘t’ when at least a rule gets fired in the 
RuieSet <r3> in an invocation. 

*rulasfired 

It contains the list of numbers of the rules that were 
already fired in a particular invocation. So, whenever 
a RuIeSet is invoked, this property holds the value NIL 
Initially. 

The rules are stored as properties under the atom 
<rs>’^<i>umber >. The *nth’ rule in the RuieSet <rs> is 

stored under the atom <'rs>'^n- Each rule <'rs>"“n has the 
following properties. 

*lhs 

This contains the LHS part of the rule. 

*rhs 

This contains the RHS part of the rule. 

*0nBshot 

It is *t’ if the rule is a ’one- shot’ rule. 

6.1.5 GLOBAL VARIABLES 

The following are the list of global variables used in 
the system. 

S0lf 

This contains the name of the object that is to be 


worked upon. 



*ciass 


This contains the list of classes defined under the 
metaclass 'CLASS’ . This variable is useful in disking 
out a session. 

*meiaclass 

This contains the list of metaclasses defined in the 
system. 

itrulasitts 

This contains the list of BuleSets defined in the sys- 
tem. 

Kcaller 

In a RuleSet <rs>, if 'send’ or 'invoke’ is executed as 
an action, then this global variable is set to the 
RuleSet <rs>. This is useful in implementing the 
'invoke' function. 

»r*t«rn 

This contains the value returned by the last action in 
an invocation of a RuleSet. 

This is set to 'f when the action 'stop’ is executed 
in an invocation of a RuleSet. The action 'stop’ 
returns the value of the global variable '^return’. 

nfromsend 


Its value is 'f as long as the control is in the 



'send’ function. This is useful in implementing the 
' invoke ’ function . 

tugstack 

This is a very important global variable. This can be 
called as the 'system stack’ of our system. It looks as 
shown below. 

< <element-l> <element-2> ... <element-n>) 

Each element can be a name of an object (self), or a 
list containing the status of a RuleSet that is stored 
when the RuleSet executes a ‘send’ or an ‘invoke’ 
action. The status of the RuleSet contains the infor- 
mation regarding work space object, RuleSet name, tem- 
porary variables as an associated list of variables and 
values, list of numbers of the rules that were fired in 
the invocation till that instance and the value of 
‘♦ruleapplied’ property of the RuleSet. 

6.2 OBJECT. CLASS. METACLASS AND RULESET 

OBJECT, CLASS, METACLASS and RULESET are system 
objects. They have standard methods defined on them. 
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OBJECT 

I ^ ^-Cl-1 

CLASSx Cl-2 

I ■" '•Cl-3 


0 


! ' ^ -cll 

I Meta-cll-c-^ cl2 

METACLASS --Meta“Cl2 "'^13 

Meta-clS 

OBJECT, is super of CLASS. CLASS is a metaclass. The 
instances of CLASS are classes. CLASS is super of METACLASS. 
METACLASS is a meta-meta-class, meaning it’s instances are 
metaclasses. The instances of a metaclass are classes. The 
only use of metaclasses is that the user can redefine some 
of the standard methods of the system by placing them as 
methods of the metaclass. 

Example- 

CLASS has a standard method for the message ‘new’ . The 
user may want to add some additional actions <actionl> 
<action2>. . .<action-n> to what is done by the standard 
method of CLASS. Then the user can define a method for 'new' 

in the metaclass <meta-cl>. A sample session is shown below. 

<1> (de <meta-cl>"'new (obj supers) 

(send ’CLASS ’new obj supers) 



<actionl> 

<action2> 


<action“n> 

) [ret] 

<2> (send <ineta-cl> ’defmethod ’new ’ <meta-cl>''new) [ret] 
<3> (send <meta-cl> ’new <cl-name> <super-list>) [ret] 

Now, the command number 3 creates a class with name 
<cl-nanie> under <meta-cl> according to the definition of 
’ <meta-cl>~new’ . 

While inheriting the methods for a particular message, 
metaclasses are tried before the object CLASS. 

fxawpie- 

Suppose, supers of a class A are M and N. The metaclass 
of A is ‘MA’ . Suppose, at the beginning of a particular 
iteration while inheriting the methods through the depth- 
first algoritlrim, the class-list that contains the names of 
classes to be tried is (ABC). Suppose, the class M has no 
supers and its metaclass is 'MM* . Then the values of 

cJass-list in subsequent iterations are given below : 

(A B C) 

(M N B C MA) 

(N B C MA MM) 


Only when class-list becomes NIL (i.e, all the 
metaclasses are already tried), the object CLASS is tried. 

OBJECT has methods to handle instances. CLASS has 



methods to handle classes. METACLAStl has a method to »)reate 
metaclasses. RULESET has methods to handle RuleSets. Access 
functions are not defined as standard methods. 

6.2.1 MKTBODS OF OBJECT 

The following methods are defined in the system object 
OBJECT. 

neN 

It creates a new instance under a class. 

It creates a new instance with some of its variables 
initialised, under a class. 

lisiinst 

This method prints the list of names of instances of a 
class. 

classl ist 

It gives the list of names of classes defined under a 
metaclass. 

6.2.2 METHODS OF METACLASS 

A method for the message ‘new’ is defined in the object 
METACLASS. 

new 

This method creates a metaclass under METACLASS. 


6.2.3 METHODS OF CLASS 



The following methods are defined in the system object 
CLASS. 

new 

This method creates a class under CLASS or a metaclass. 
<ie-f insivmrs 

It takes the details of instance variables of a class 
from the user. 

def elvers 

It takes the details of class variables of a class from 
the user. 

def method 

It is for defining a method for a class. 
rmmethod 

It is for removing a method from a class. 
mddsuper 

It adds the specified supers to the supers property of 
a class . 

rmsuper 

It removes the specified supers from the supers pro- 
perty of a class . 

rmsub 

It removes the specified subclasses from the subs pro- 
perty of a class. 



pcimss 


It prints the details of a class. 
pxnstance 

It prints the details of an instance. 

6.2.4 HETBODS OF RDLESET 

The following methods are defined in the system object 
ROLESET. 

n»M 

This creates a RuleSet. 

adit 

This method is for editing a RuleSet. 

del 

This is for deleting a rule from a RuleSet. 

mdd 

This is for adding a rule to a RuleSet, 
print 

This prints the details of a RuleSet, 

6.3 SEND - INVOKE ALGORITHM 

The function ‘send’ is for sending a message and the 
function ‘invoke’ is for invoking a RuleSet. Between these 
two functions, four cases of calling functions are possible. 
They are- 

. (1) ‘send’ in ‘send’. 

( 2 ) ' send ’ in ' invoke ’ . 



(3) 'invoke’ in 'send’. 

( 4 ) ' invoke ’ in ' invoke’ . 

The algorithms should take care of all these possibili- 
ties. The algorithms for 'send’ and 'invoke’ are given 
below. 

send Algorithm- 

(1) *fromsend = t. 

(2) If Scalier then 

{ 

;send in invoke case 
P = 1. 

- Push the <stack-eleinent> of *caller on *estack. 
*caller = ( ) . 

} 

(3) Push the object name (i.e, self) to which the message is 
sent on *estack. 

(4) Apply the method (inherit if not defined in ’self’). 

(5) Delete the top element from *estack. 

(6) If (p = 1) then 

;send in invoke case 

-Restore the status of the RuleSet using ^Kestack. 
-Delete the top element from *estack. 

} 

( 7 ) ^fromsend = NIL. 

invoke Algorithm- 

(1) If *caller then 

; invoke in invoke case, 
p = ♦caller. 

- Push the < stack-element > of ♦caller on ♦estack. 

(2) *caller = (Present RuleSet). 

self = (Object that is passed as the parameter). 

(3) Initialize all the parameters of the present RuleSet. 

(4) If *fromsend then 



; Invoke in send case, 
q = t; 

(5) Apply the control structure. 

(dol, doall, whilel or whileall) 

(6) If q then 

self = (The first element of *estack) . 

♦caller = { ) . 

(7) If p then 

; invoke in invoke case . 

“Restore the status of the RuleSet using ♦estack. 
-Delete the top element from ♦estack. 

(8) If (not p) and (not q) 

; invoke is called from top-level. 

♦caller = ( ) . 

6.4 LOOFSOOT ALGORITHM 

The algorithm given below describes how the function 
‘loopsout’ is implemented in the system. 

Algor ithm- 

(1) Store the values of the global variables - 

- ♦class 

- ♦metaclass 

- ♦rulesets 

(2) For each metaclass <m-class> do 

{ 

- Store the plist of <m-class> . 

- Store the functions corresponding to the methods 
of <m-class> . 

> 

(3) For each class <class> do 

{ 

- Store the plist of <class>. 

- Store the plist of each instance of the class <class 

- Store the functions corresponding to the class 



<class> . 


> 

(4) For each RuieSet <rs> do 

{ 

~ Store the plist of the RuleSet <rs>. 

~ For each rule *<rs>''<n>' do 

{ 

- Store the plist of the rule <rs>~<n>. 

} 

} 

e.5 HOW TO START THE SYSTEM 

The following sequence of commands are to be given to 

work on the system. 

% ~sangal/clisp. exe 
<-> dskin loops Cret] 

<-> 

If the previous session was stored into a file, the 
user has to 'dskin' that particular file to restore the 
status of the system. 

6.6 A MOTE 

In the code of the system, all the functions and the 
system properties have their names starting with a **’. All 
the variables have ' i ’ as the first character in their 
names. So, the user should try to avoid defining Lisp global 
variable names starting with a ' I ’ and function names start- 
ing with a 

The names of classes, instances, metaclasses, and 
RuleSets should not clash because properties are defined on 



the names. One way of avoiding the name clashing is to have 
all names of classes starting with a 'o’, all names of 
instances starting with an 'i', ail names of metaclasses 
starting with an *m’, and all names of RuleSets starting 
with an 'r’ . 



Chapter 7 


OOiNCLOSlONS AND 50GGEST10NS FOR FURTHER WORK 


We have presented a system for object and rule oriented 
prograBWiing in this report. The basic concepts, the con- 
structs and the implementation details are discussed. We 
have given examples to show how a user can get about solving 
problems using our system. The system is implemented in C- 
Lisp on HCL-Horizonlll . 

There is a scope for future work in this topic. The 
following are the suggestions for further work; 

(1) In our system, the inheritance mechanism is implemented 
through a depth-first search strategy. In some cases, 
this may lead to redundant checks. 

Example; Suppose, the class W is super of the classes 1 
and C, and B and C are supers of the class A. 


Suppose, the class-list consists of A only, ini- 
tially. Then, the values of class-list after each 

.iteration are given below; 

(A) 




We can aee that the class W is checked twice. So, one 
can try to come up with new algorithms that take care 
of this redundancy. 

(2) In our system, there is no inheritance provided amongst 
RuleSets. One can think of providing inheritance In 
RuleSets also, so that large RuleSets can be con- 
structed according to an object-kind of hierarchy. 

(3) The control structures dol, doall, and 

Pthileall are available for RuleSets in our system. One 
can develop some new control structures depending upon 
the nature of the problem. The code of our system is 
written in a manner that enables easy addition of new 
control structures. 

(4) The RuleSets of our system try to fire rules from top 
to bottom (i.e. Rule number 1 to Rule number N) in an 
invocation. Instead, certainty factors can be attached 
to the rules of a RuleSet by the user. Then, the shell 
evaluates the certainty factors of all the rules, ranks 
them and fires the rules in decreasing order of cer- 
tainty factor. 

(5) In our system, while invoking a RuleSet, only one 
object can be given as an argument to the RuleSet. 



Instead, one can provide the 

living „ore than "it" the facility of 

one argnnent while invoking a HoieSet, 
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SOtflUARY OF COMMANDS 


(1} Th» QbSect-Or iented Prograuiting Constructs 
<ii Send g 

(send <obj> <sel> <argl> ... <argn>) 

The message <sel> is passed to <obj> with the arguments 
as parameters. 

System defined selectorsg 

new 

To create a new object, 
ne ww i thv a 1 ue s 

To initialise instance variables while creating an 
instance itself. 

def instvars 

To define instance variables for a class 
defclvars 

To define class variables for a class, 
defmethod 

To define a method for a class, 
nomethod 

To remove a method from a class, 
addsuper 

To add supers to a class, 
rmsuper 

To remove supers from a class, 

rmsub 

To remove subclasses from a class, 
polass 

To see the details of a class, 
pinstance 

To see the details of an instance, 
list last 

To get all the names of instances defined 
class . 

classlist 


under a 



a meta- 


To get all the names of classes defined under 
class. 

destroy 

To remove an object from the environment. 

{2} Thtt Access Functions 
getvalue 

To get the value of an instance variable from an 
instance. 

getclassvalue 

To get the value of a class variable from a class, 
putvalue 

To put a new value in an instance variable of an 
instance. 

putclassvaiue 

To put a new value in a class variable of an class, 
getclassiv 

To get the default value of the instance variable of an 
object . 

putclassiv 

To put a new value as the default value of an instance 
variable of an object. 

getivhere 

To get the local value of an instance variable of an 
object . 

getovhere 

To get the local value of a class variable of an 
object . 

getolass 

To get the name of the class to which the object 
belongs . 

getmetaclass 

To get the name of the metaclass to which the object 
belongs . 

getmethod 

To get the method (Lisp function name) which implements 
a message of a class. 

getmethodhere 

To get the local value of the method which implements a 
ssessage of a class. 

putmethod 



To put a new value (a function name) as the method for 
a message in a class. 

(ili The Hale Language 

<i} (send 'RULESET <sel> <rulesetname>} 

The selector <sel> is passed to the system object 
EULESET with <'rulesetname> as the argument. 

System defined selectors 
new 

To create a new RuleSet. 

edit 

To edit a RuleSet. 

add 

To add a rule to a RuleSet. 

del 

To delete a rule from a RuleSet. 

print 

To see the details of a RuleSet. 

(2) (invoke <rsname> <p*orkspace>> 

This invokes the RuleSet <rsname> with <workspace> as 
the current work space, 

<31 (stop) 

This makes the control come out of the execution of a 
RuleSet. This oonanand can break out of dol, whilel and 
whileall. 

(ttl) (loopsout <fiienawe>) 

This command saves the session on to the file 
<f ilenamo> . 



